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Canada's election not set but some push for

spring
Reuters, 04.27.04, 11:01 AM ET

By Randall Palmer ADVERTISEMENT

OTTAWA, April 27 (Reuters) - Many
Canadian cabinet ministers are
pushing for an election this spring,
although Prime Minister Paul Martin
announced no final decision at a
dinner meeting on Monday night.

Ministers arriving for a cabinet
meeting on Tuesday, the morning
after the working dinner, were coy
about what was discussed. But
senior Ontario minister Joe Volpe
told reporters no decision had been
reached there on a date.

If you can spot the pattern..

"It will be when the prime minister
announces it," was the cryptic
response of Martin spokesman
Mario Lague.
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But many advisors, particularly in
Liberal strongholds around Toronto,
want Martin to tough it out on the
assumption that he will gain in
opinion polls during the campaign.

They might take solace from a poll
released on Tuesday for the CPAC
public affairs channel showing
Liberal support at 40 percent for the
first time in two months.

The poll of 1,000 Canadians, by the
lesser-known firm SES Canada
Research, put the Liberals 13
percentage points ahead of the
opposition Conservative Party.

Forty percent is considered the
minimum to win a majority in
Parliament, although support as high
as 41.7 percent on ballot day has
led to minority governments in the
past.

Other polls over the last two months
have put Liberal support in the range
of 35 to 39 percent, almost certain to
translate into a minority government.

Another SES survey, for Sun Media,
said only 33 percent of Canadians
viewed Martin as the best choice for
prime minister, down from 50
percent in February, and 60 percent
disapproved of his handling of the
advertising scandal.

The window for Martin to call a June
election is closing rapidly, although
he still could call an election on May
9 for a vote on June 14.

Otherwise, he is likely to wait until
the autumn or next year.
Constitutionally, he can wait until
November 2005.

One of Martin's political foes,
Warren Kinsella said in a Web
posting that Martin would be defying
history if he gained support during a
campaign.

He pointed out that Martin's
predecessor, Jean Chretien, had
lost 12 percentage points in the
1997 election and nine points in the
2000 election.

WIRELESS
s—HLERTS

Homebound Mortgage

Apply For A Mortgage
Today’s Mortgage Rates
Home Equity

Mortgage Calculator

Free Credit Report

FHA & VA Mortgage Loans
Buyers Calculator

How Much Can You Borrow?
Should | Refinance?

Low Home Equity Rates

Subscribe to Forbes'i&

FREE Trial Issue 3§

Please enter your name and email to begin:

Email:

| | |

Click 'Continue' to complete your subscription order.

Name:

eLibrary @ Forbes.com mol

Research topics related to this story in the eLibrary

news and magazine archives.
Interest Rates Domestic Politics

Elections



Forbes.com: Canada's election not set but some push for spring Page 4 of 4

U.O. HIUEXES dI€ Utidytu dl IeaSL 10 [HHTULES WILT UIE SXLEPLVIT U OXIF QUU WIHUIT IS Tedl-ullie.
Forbes 40 Index powered by Telemet.
News may include latest headlines from Reuters.

[ Bl b N e

http://www.forbes.com/markets/newswire/2004/04/27/rtr1348938.html 4/28/2004





